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Second Letter 


TOA 

MEMBER 
Of this preſent 

PARLIAMENT. 


SIR, 

FEY Conccive an univerſal indulgence in 
Point of Religion not only to be advan- 
| tagious to the Trade and firength of 
| this Nation, and agreeable to the ſug 
geſtions of cach private mans breaſt, 
En V9 as well as natural Juſtice, and the deter- 
minations of the Scripture and primitive Church : bue 
it is particularly prudential to his Majeſty that now 
Rei For, whatever ſome perſons may ſay, all Mo- 
nnnich ſubliſt by che counter-ballance of FaQionsz aud 
he who muſt ſee with other peoples eyes,and hear with 
their cars, and a& by their Councils, ( as great Mo- 
narchs muſt alwayes do ) becomes obnoxious, and a 
prey to his followers,and Counſellors, if they too _ 
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ly correſpond. During ws Miniſtry of the late Chex- 


cellour how pal; Nye wy hint, bye pre che 


aid he eſtablif himſelf, = Gpaince the Church of 
England from that correſpondence which it _— to 
h_ o- o_ its Hgad ? _ like ps aig 
uggder 
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kt t wn t purſu 
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== —_ had ſhe: nos fomented the Puritan 
Party. _ « 15 very remarkable that ſhe was very _ 


ſerved oo ang in hgr Po ard Co as 
upheþe rao artyes, of P _ in 
ſome ance 3 but after t ep the Epi i{co- 


pal Party to depreſs the other, —_ _—_ totally lab 
vert it,ſhe was neither -—_ ſerved any where,nor much 
regarded : Her mans py" their Paſtoral Cures; her 
Clergy grew lazy ute 3 the Papiſts increaſed ; 
the Proteſtant Religion — and the lived to ſee 
her ſelt as little regarded,as 15 the declining Sun: Whilſt 
deſpair drove the Puritans to Court the preſumptive 
Heir : and .the growing Nopes of the Papiſts dixeted 
them alſo thithcrwar ure their growth 3 auf 
Prudence ar Court-ſubtilty. made thoſe into whoſe 
Power the had put her elf to forecaſt how they might 
continue with her ſuceeflox thoſe Dignities and Emo- 
luments her favour had promoted them wnto, and hes 
indiſcretion had incapacitated her of beſtowing 

others, This ſhe too late diſcovered, and repented of 
when it was tou late to redxe6 it; Albeit; ſhe! had en» 
deavoyred by, all mcans tq obſcure; the pretences of all 
Heirs apparent, and intrigue the SugcelBon as far as it 


lay in her Power. I do thercforc ſay it 45, pecultarly 
neceffary for, a Monarch to eſtabliſh. his om : by 
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-now,” who little« 
Truch:this 8:25 a Monarchy 


ot idilines.2 land! inch. Rpre/ 


mor 1” - 
an the laſt ſte Governtttients this courſe is prudential. | 
And further; Liberty of Conſcience will infivitely 
coutribute-to the ſeeerity of his Majefties Government. 
Mpon this-zocounttlie Nation is very well fatisfied with 
hun, as it evident bytheir acquietcing,norwithſiand- 
ing the- ſeveral ities, which'the Laiiding of 
the Dutch, the Fire of 'Londox, and other juuRures of 
affaits prefented them with. - How willingly haye they 
paid their-Taxes > How' Gouragiouſly have ſeveral that | 
wee $c aries bought agaifift the Durch 7 Beſides, the .. 
fallhood and baſene(s of therr fortierLeaders,hath made. ' 
the followers of che'{cyerel Parties {© jealous of them, 
that they would will;nsly abandon all thoſe ſuſpicious 
adherencies, tolive--peaccably according tg their Con- 
ſciences: under his Majeſty : not being willing to be 
- cheated aſecond time by! [pecious pretences: And this 
is a thing evident to any that ſhall confider how the lead- 
ing Perions of England have loft their followers, {o as 
not to be able:to cngage them mplicitly ro any aGion, 
ov» fix them, to follow their fortune by an foraTal; 
fe&ion.. If it.bs thus why do you g6 y Ah to give 
theſe perſons x Rrength; andorce under their ſhelter @ 
Party'ſo formidable, whether they will or 'vd*? "Theſe- 
great, theſc leading perſons, that now ſeem ſb powerful 
will be but ſo many ſingle perfons,. and of a ſulpeted 
honekty, if you eſtabliſh but Liberty of Confcignge. AJ 
Partics will adhere to the King as their Patron. 0 the 
Monarchy as their ProteQion; and! avoyd ' Common-, 
wealth,which can never be eftablifhed by men of ſo cor- 
rupt Principles , as thoſe old Leaders of theirs have 
(hewed themſelves to be. . = | 
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I ſball now preſcat you wk thoſe further confide” 
rations (I promiſed you )-about Comprebenſiox 
equiy'i No Homer conotentinns's nd.ihs. 
ltrate incffeua): general Conteſſions co 
be fabſcribed unto. Conlider that when the Queſtion 
+ Aft this is about the Diyinity ot Chritt was hercely agitated in 
manifeſt out the Church, there was a Council called at Nice f,where 
of the Hyſto- the Nicexe Creed was made ; Three hundred and cigh- 
_ _— rcen Biſhops there did determine the controverlie, and 
cularly out of ftatned a Cretd, to which all that were accounted Or- 
Murina his thodox ſhould fubſcribe. This was ſd far from citabliſh- 
Span;ſb Hiſto- ing the peace of the Empire,that it divided it more. The 
rv: and the 47, 2ons got another general Council atAriminamfy,and 
Wririn2s of , i” . ! 

St Hilary, here determined the Poynt quite; otherwiſe concerning 
who wazan the Trinity s and- by 630-: decrecd another 
enemy to the Creed and Telt of; Orthodoxy. , This uniformity was 
ariens, ww as troubleſome to the prevailing Arrians, as the other 
_ n 19 had been to the Orthodoxarians. Aﬀer this another 
, Council was called at Sirmizm t,there Hofim,Biſhop of 
Corduba did publickly ask forgivencls for having trou- 

bled the Church with the diſputes about the Trinity, 
- and the diſtinRions of Eſſence and Perſon in the Deity. 

Another kind of comprehenſive Creed was framed, to 

which both Partyes might agree,and be reputed Ortho- 

dox f. Byt behold the fate of this Comprehenſion ! 

neither Party was fatished 3 neither Party abandoned 

their Sentiments ; but grew up as FaRtions,. and the 

Empire was divided, and diſtracted, and weakned, till 

Theodofius the great reſtored a pertet Liberty of Con- 

ſcience : and the very memory of the Council of Sirmi- 

um, _ + Comprehenſive Creed, is almolt totally ex- 

I will trouble you with another inſtance under 

Charler the hfth, when the Lutherans, Zuinglians, 

Calvinifts, Carolftadians, Anabaptifts, and othcr Secs 
divided and diſtracted the Popiſh Empire of Germany « + 
atter 


SS 
after ſundry Warrs and Factions which wealkned rhe- 
Empire agaiuſt the Twrks and other neighbouring Ene- 
(everal conferences were had, as hetwixt  Bucer 
Lathir 'and ' Cardinal 
others abodt- ſome way of moderation/ 
thoſe Ecclefiaſtical breaches : Several 
things were condeſcended unto on both ſides, and forms: 
agreed unto ſometimes in order to a mutual accom- 
rs of that ron with what ſucceſs. ? 
party thought the other rather 00 defign 

verſion then Converfion of the other - each - was' jea- 
lous of the other that they would but temporiſe' at 

beſt ; and- perhaps only.make uſe of thoſe | 
conceflions, or condeſcentions, tothe prejudice of the 
'So; that theyalwayes became! ingffeRual; Ar 
ſome taaderate! and Pius: perſons contriv'd a 
zxed Religion oat of EInni 
Godly Melanchton,as O_— d an hand;buc 
this di all parties, the intereſted perſons: 
in frammg of it becime hated and deteſted by their fol- 
lowers. How many ſucceſſcleſs contrivances have:there 
to: reconcile. the: Lutherans and Calvinifts ; and: 
ve not both Partics at laſt found that the moſt aſſured. 
way for them to live: peaceably together , was not to: 
the two partyes by uniting Churches, bur 
by living. 'comfortably. t . under- different 
Confellions, Ceremonies, and Church+Government- ? 
Put caſe here in-Engiand ſome Presbiterian. Miniſters, 
that are now leaders of that party, ſhould be admit- 
ted into the Miniftry upon fuch conditions: as have 
been propoſed : , Can any man who knows that party, 
intagine the peace: of this Nation fecured? Nay, can 
any man. think it ſecure as it is now ? If theſe polt- 
liminaryDivines nwſt declare they conform to the. Ser-- 
vice, and leſs offenſive parry ack yo as 
convenient in themſclyes 3 or only becaule er F 
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though otherwile & Diredboryiaud the 01d &ynabical way 
werEbgttor ?-t6che fominer;, chen obey contarry/ only as" 
ſo maby:linglepcrfontand the acqueſts: of furk) men! 
1 oot-warthiyat thheghcedlionss litheliftery: in \'s be 
vident;»'that the poacerab cher Nation: 
red:therl cvory! we give a fort of mien © opportu-"? 
nity:to infoxmithe fodts> 1 to- them, ithat ,B-" 
Piſcopary ikruſcte(s;. and: of rhumane!: (if not  Antichris* 
we > I ro Ceremonyes and! 
the SravicogltbaChurtch are unntcefiary.and mpcrti-" 
next,onfteritats atDevotivnro which obtyſubrmitibr / 
no. better; ceym3:theh Perar de Moredin ms ary | 
c—— med Redigion upon 'at Rome 3; tie avowed he 
veould-bordateng toi :Pecach ins | fooles Coat (6'4h6- 
Toſs  _ Preachi:there. 4f) they: give” 
chcits Hooks this rteſtimeitly ob: their] Bea], >chat Uay-- 
DC Ins their”! 

=Lot - examine if jt- will .n6t- yite-" 


tions 3s are!/burthenformeto )thein 3. ae 
of rhe Ldid4 aid binder themin that cditeeationpunty® 
. which\were theſe Epiſcopal Courts,? and ChurehCere-" 
monies, andScrvice removed: :: Or caw we thinkatw- 
bitzon, or preteaſey-of) Zeal will be © extinguiſhed-in 
them; - that thep:will not;gg about to @gaalize thems - 
(clvesawtheir old formalities of ,propagatins the Goſpel, 
whereby . t6 draw» upon them the: eyes? of the. Nacion | 
for their: exertplary pains and Piety?- and if this hap«-/ 
pen, what cixcumitances-is the Government of this'Na-- 7 
rion reguced unto? I they be preferred, the:: Natipnals 
Ciurch/of England, & ruincd{ and all the Gentry'iggyadd! 
Nebilty : If they benat ;/ then / what zlamonrs' muſt - 
we expe& tom rhe populace. for [the: conteraps and! 
difxegard' of Godly: and* Orthotlox men?  bronceive / 
the beſt way to avoid theſe difficultizs, .is by eftablifhe 
7 ing 
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as never to be able to {wa 
And the ScQtaries will heninhs their ibliiane: 
to be {o dependant upon the proſperity of the Church 
of England, that they will reckon the enemics of the 
Church to be theirs. And all Parties will be zealous to 
and-ſwpport-ths battance of the Nation;under 
this Monarchy, leaſt any other Governour or Govern» 
ment ſhould alter thcirrou = bay ſtrive to 
advance trade, allwall eva wy ſo gracious a 
King , all will decluue or indeavour. to ſupprels any 
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PoSrScArer. 


fit co remark unto you ( that 

ons 
) how couliderable Difcnters 
_ = 4 bythe Fe © Form allhe com 
'wormen and children, 2 Chron, 2. 27. 2 fair Nomber 
for New-confacwif by be in: Hwa. gf three Exglife 


ye a miraculous confirmation of 
Thus is our Calender filled with 
Papiſtr, whilſt our Priſess arc hlled with Provetents. 
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